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Gold: Your Best Insurance
USA  1 - OZ.

Come visit Mish International and find out what probabilities lie ahead for gold and related commodities.  
Learn why gold must be a necessary part of your assets.

Since 1964, the wisest advice and best prices for gold & silver are right here in Menlo Park.

Trade Wars and Currency Wars are accelerating worldwide.

The old monetary system is failing.  Indebted national currencies are depreciating in a see-saw race to the bottom.  So much worldwide 
debt is in default or is being masked with more debt.  Politicians posture at each other, but they all created the situation by buying power 
and favors while mortgaging your children’s future.

Stock and bond markets, long supported by Central Banks, may be topping as governments have exhausted their tools.

Wise and calm observers know that longterm, gold is money, not debt, not paper promises.  For thousands of years it has protected 
families from currency depreciation, paper defaults, and certain political abuses.

If you have been waiting to buy gold, or buy it “cheaper,” reconsider.  Gold bottomed near $1040 at the end of 2015.  We are in a new 
multi-year uptrend but still well below the highs of the previous monetary crisis.   Each crisis seems to become more pronounced as the 
debt money system progresses toward failure.

Gold is best accumulated, not speculated.  Start saving in gold, and make it a habit.

MISH INTERNATIONAL MONETARY INC.
- Showroom of Precious Metals and Rare Coins -

www.mishinternational.com

NEWS

Residents wary of disability issue
Fear changes for ADA compliance may 
hurt their ability to observe meetings

BY SARA TABIN
Daily Post Staff Writer 

Los Altos City Councilwoman Jean-
nie Bruins has for months complained 
that meetings in council chambers 
trigger her asthma. Now the city has 
brought in a disability consultant, but 
residents are worried their needs will 
be squashed by those of Bruins.

Rachel Shaw of Shaw HR Consult-
ing will advise Los Altos on disability 
accommodations for elected offi cials. 
She gave a presentation about her role 
at yesterday’s council meeting, but not 
all council members seemed excited to 
hear from her.  

Mayor Lynette Lee Eng questioned 
whether the consulting fi rm would pri-
oritize the needs of council members 
at the expense of the accommodation 
needs of constituents and city employ-
ees who attend council meetings.

“It’s not about individuals, it’s about 
the public at large,” said Lee Eng.

Controversy has been brewing for 
the past six months since Bruins began 
complaining of breathing problems in 

the City Hall council chambers because 
of her asthma.

Shaw refused to give the names of 
council members seeking accommo-
dations and none of the councilwomen 
admitted to making the requests. Bru-
ins refused to say whether she asked for 
the consultant, citing privacy concerns. 
But Lee Eng and several commenters 
referenced the air controversy at cham-
bers.

Smells of smoke, new carpet
The trigger for Bruins’ asthma is un-

clear. City Attorney Chris Diaz asked 
regular meeting attendee Roberta Phil-
lips to leave a January meeting, sug-
gesting that the residual smell of smoke 
on her might have been the cause. Phil-
lips declined to depart. Lee Eng sug-
gested chemicals in the chamber’s new 
carpet might be the cause.

The council has since held meetings 
in the Hillview Community Center, but 
members of the public say the new lo-
cation is too hot and that they can’t hear 
the proceedings when fans are on. The 
meetings have also not been streamed 
on television since the move, so it is 
more diffi cult for residents who can’t 
make it out to the meetings to observe. 
Three community members, including 
Phillips, spoke about their dissatisfac-
tion with the new location yesterday.

 “I’m asking that we have reasonable 
accommodations,” said Freddie Wheel-
er. “We are the citizens of this city and 
these meetings should be accessible to 
us.”

Lee Eng did not directly mention 
Bruins, but brought up her own asthma 
to illustrate that the needs of council 
members should not outweigh those 
of the public. She also asked that Shaw 

focus on testing the air in the chambers 
and getting to the bottom of the prob-
lem.

Shaw said she will work to balance 
different needs and confi rmed that air 
quality testing is underway. During 
her presentation she explained that she 
will be gathering information about the 
restrictions different council members 
face before making suggestions for 
how to improve the situation. She did 
not have an estimate for how long her 
work will take or what the fi nal costs of 
accommodations might be.

Uncharted legal territory
Disability accommodations for 

elected offi cials are uncharted legal ter-
ritory. Shaw said she has worked with 
public offi cials in the past, and empha-
sized that they are covered by the ADA, 
but said that these types of situations 
are very rare. Case law for elected of-
fi cials does not exist. Shaw wasn’t sure 
who would be liable and suggested that 
council members might end up suing 
each other if it came to a legal case.

Plans to relocate tenants move forward

BY EMILY MIBACH
Daily Post Staff Writer 

The company that owns the Wood-
land Park apartments complex in East 
Palo Alto is preparing residents for the 
possibility that they will have to move 
out of their apartments if they are torn 
down to add new homes, though the 
owner does not have a formal develop-
ment application in with the city. 

 Sand Hill Property Company wants 
to tear down 160 apartments in order 
to build 605 apartments at the cor-
ner of Euclid and Manhattan avenues. 
The company is working on a relo-
cation plan for the tenants of the 160 
apartments to move into other units at 
Woodland Park during construction. 

But Daniel Saver, an attorney with 
Community Legal Services of East 
Palo Alto, said he is concerned about 
Sand Hill’s decision to roll out plans 

for relocation before a formal planning 
application has been fi led. 

Patricia Garcia, a resident of Wood-
land Park and a member of El Comite 
de Vecinos del Lado Oeste, the tenants 
group for the complex, said most of the 

residents are waiting to see if the proj-
ect is approved before signing up for 
the relocation program.  

Sand Hill’s relocation plan, sent to 
the Post yesterday, fi rms up a lot of 
what the company has said at public 

meetings about the project. Relocated 
residents’ rent levels will stay the same 
both in the apartment they are moved 
to and when they return to the redone 
unit. The apartments will have the same 
number of bedrooms as the residents’ 
current homes. Sand Hill will also pay 
all moving costs for residents. 

Matt Larson, spokesman for Sand 
Hill, said the city will require more de-
tailed plans for the application.

‘Yellow fl ag’
Garcia said that the plan so far seems 

good, but he pointed to one “yellow 
fl ag” — only residents in good standing 
with the company will be able to partic-
ipate in the relocation process.  

A formal application for the project 
will be fi led with the city this fall. If the 
project is approved in 2020, any reloca-
tion of residents would occur in 2021, 
when construction would begin. 

The project will consist of 160 rent 
controlled apartments and 445 mar-
ket-rate homes. The project will also 
increase parking for that area of the 
complex to about 620 spaces. 

THIS RENDERING shows what the new Woodland Park apartments in East 
Palo Alto would look like.

But owner has yet 
to fi le application 
to add apartments


